CHAPTER XII.
Government Purchase of Stores.

192. Witnesses qualified to discuss the subject were, almost without
exception,  strongly  of opinion that Govern-
fSSf to   ment coul.d do much to assist the devdopment
adequate extent           of industries in India by the adoption of a more-
liberal policy in regard to the purchase by public
departments of such articles as are, or .can be, manufactured in the
country. It is true that the rules regulating these purchases have been
amended from time to time, mainly in the above direction, and it was
not so much the prescriptions themselves which were the subject of
cqmplaint, as the way in which they have been administered.
But from the enquiries that we have made, and from information
privately received, we have come to the conclusion that the manufac-
turing capacity of the country has been far from sufficiently utilised by
Government departments in the past, and we believe that the somewhat
radical changes which we now propose will considerably stimulate
industrial progress.
Those of our members wlio had the opportunity, when working
with the Indian Munitions Board, of scrutinising the indents on the
Stores Department of the India Office, found numerous instances in
which articles were ordered from England, which could have been sup-
plied by Indian manufacturers equally well both in respect of price and
quality, if the latter could have relied on an established Government
practice of local purchase. It was also observed that there was a totally
unnecessary diversity in orders for the same class of articles, which could
easily be avoided by the adoption of standard patterns or types, only
to be deviated from when there are express reasons for doing so. This
would reduce the number of individual heads, and would, in many
cases, render it profitable to put down in India whatever special plant
might be necessary.
The representatives of manufacturing firms in Great Britain who
have established branches in India claim that, with their local know-
ledge, they could in many instances supply the requirements of Govern-
ment much more expeditiously and more cheaply, if supplies were
obtained direct from them rather than through the Stores Department
of the India Office.
No specific evidence has been forthcoming as to the extent to which
Indian manufacturers are handicapped in meeting the   demands  of
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